
Reading in EYFS



Main Aspects of Reading

Listening, Talking Understanding (Comprehension)

Phonics

Common Exception Words

Fluency and Accuracy



Talking about stories and 
books

Reading for enjoyment 
and to gain 

understanding
Home books and Story time 

in school

Listening to and talking about 
stories and non-fiction 
develops children’s 
vocabulary, because they 
meet words they would rarely 
hear or use in everyday 
speech. Understanding 
vocabulary is vital for 
comprehension and so also 
for wider learning and 
progress.



Lilac Books
(illustrations)

These are non-fiction and 
fiction books without text 
to encourage discussion 
about the photos and  
illustrations. These books 
provide opportunities for 
children to develop 
vocabulary and language 
skills, such as listening, 
understanding and 
speaking in sentences.





Phonics
Here are some short videos of how to pronounce the correct sounds and an example of an 
early phonics session.

Speed Sounds Set One

Read Write Inc Set One

Teaching the letter ‘a’ session

Pure Sounds – Set One

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TdpzE9wryzg
https://youtu.be/Js-OxPcfVrE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vLyIlmza_z8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s6OiU2h3sUI&


Daily Phonics 
Sessions 

Phonics sessions are 
taught every day.

Children are in small 
groups.

Children are assessed 
regularly to help them 
develop and progress 
well.



Set 1 
sounds

Firstly, we encourage the children to 
think about what makes a good 
listener!

We teach the children the name of 
the letter, the sound (phoneme) 
and how to write it correctly 
(grapheme). Each letter has a 
rhyme, to help the children 
remember.

Children practice this on 
whiteboards, sitting at tables.

We encourage children to think 
about a good sitting and writing 
position.



Pictures and 
objects
We show the children 
pictures and objects that 
start with the same initial 
sound.



Blending to read 
using sound 

buttons
Each session pupils revise 
and revisit the sounds we 
have already been 
taught. They then learn a 
new sound.

Pupils then practise
reading this new sound 
within a simple 2 letter or 
3 letter word, by blending 
the sounds together.



Segmenting to 
spell using Fred 
Talk
Children then practise
segmenting sounds to 
spell words on magnet 
boards. Using Fred 
Fingers and Fred Talk 
helps children to 
sequence the sounds 
correctly.



Reading words 
with digraphs
Once children are confidently reading 
the first 26 letter sounds, they are then 
taught the most common digraphs.

Digraphs are when 2 letters together in 
a word, make a completely new sound.

For example ‘oo’  ‘Look at a book’

‘ee’   ‘What can you see?’

To highlight this we read and practise
writing words have the digraphs 
underlined with a dash.

A trigraph is three letters making one 
sound,

For example, ‘igh’ ‘Fly high.’



Digraph 
examples



Common Exception Words



Phonics Set 2 and Set 3

Here are some short videos of Set 2 and Set 3 sounds.
Stretchy Vowel Sounds Set 2

Complete Sounds- Set 1,2 and 3

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p7hRbrpq5Bo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W3HRX2ywbog&


Sound Blending 
Books

These books have simple words for 
your child to practice blending 
sounds together. 

They are pitched at your child’s 
phonic group  level.

There are notes for parents inside 
the front cover.

Encourage your child to have a go 
and praise them for their efforts, 
supporting and working with them 
if needed.

Modelling  how to blend sounds 
can help them.



There are always opportunities for discussion 
and extending vocabulary.





Book Bag 
Books

These are books 
that have 
decodable words 
and common 
exception words.



There are useful notes inside each book.



Encourage your child to discuss and retell the story. Let your 
child keep practising and re-reading each page with increased 
fluency and accuracy.



Read write Inc Books



Encourage your child to discuss and retell the story. Let your child 
keep practising and re-reading each page with increased fluency and 
accuracy.



Talk about the 
story

Think about questions;

what, where, when, who, how, why

Model thinking aloud and suggesting ideas 
and questions.

I wonder why he did that?

Do you think she knew that would happen?

I’m wondering what other word you could 
say instead of…

If you jumped into this page, what would you 
see, hear, smell, say?



Reading Record 
Book

This is useful to communicate how 
your child is progressing with their 
reading.

You can let us know when they are 
blending sounds or reading a page 
with fluency.

You can let us know if they are 
reading any common exception 
words.

It is also useful to know any 
interesting comments or 
observations your child made or 
whether they could answer any 
questions about the book.



How often 
should you 

listen to your 
child read?

A daily bedtime story contributes to a 
good bedtime routine.

A phonic/decodable book at least 4 
times a week. 

Give time for your child to practise the 
book. Can they read their book with 
fluency and accuracy?

You can take turns with each page.

You could put common exception words 
around the house on post its.



Thank you!

Any questions?



Get your child talking!

with
Mrs Anderson

Wednesday 16th November   9am 
or

Thursday 17th November   2.50pm

Please sign up if you would like to attend!



Writing skills
Sit in a good writing position, at a table, not tipping the chair up.

Hold a pencil in a tripod grip, exerting the correct amount of 
pressure.

Hold the paper still with your free hand.

Write from left to write.

Try to form letters correctly.

Attempt to segment sounds for spelling.

Write along a line.

Only write capital letters at the beginning of a sentence and at the 
beginning of proper nouns.

Leave a space between each word.



curly letters     c o a d g q e s f
robot letters     r n m h b p k
ladder letters   I l t j u y
zig-zag letters   v w x z


